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A Moment with Tom

Some things are best left alone when it comes to your crankcase. Once I bought what we in the Great White North refer to as a winter beater. It was surplus from Bell. A Plymouth Valiant in Bell green with over 200,000 miles on the odometer and it would probably last a winter. It lasted three. The car would NOT break!
So after that remarkable third season, I decided to show the thing a little TLC. I changed the oil (I'd just been adding to that point) and just before I did I put in a bottle of that stuff that is supposed to "clean" the inside of your motor. The engine let go the next day.

In fact just about everything I'd ever seen or heard regarding additives was either b.s. or worse, it did more harm than good, that is until one day about ten years ago.

A cat called John Day was doing a demonstration using a Timken bearing tester in which he established a point in which any given motor oil or gear lube would fail and then extend its' ability to lubricate successfully by a factor of roughly 2.5. The product is called Pathfinder Rycon 1 and the amount Day used was literally a half of a small eyedropper in about 100 ml of oil. Unbelievable? I thought so too.

This all happened at the racetrack where I had just finished changing out yet another gear box in our warhorse of an endurance racing Mustang. There is no part made that this thing couldn't break. Our engines needed to be rebuilt after 30 hours, most others got a season out of a pair of motors.You needed a freshened gearbox every weekend (Once in a while you would just destroy one - case and all) and the rear end needed to be shimmed every session. While changing these things we'd noticed that the oil was normally scorched. The heat involved was killing our equipment.

I bought a bottle of the stuff and poured a little in the gear box and differential. We noticed a difference immediately. Clearly whatever this stuff was, it was helping things stay cooler.

I enthusiastically incorporated the stuff into the crankcase oil regimen almost immediately. Over the next three years we roughly doubled the life of a racing engine for that old bucket of bolts. We spent far less on gearbox parts and so of course we spent it elsewhere and actually began to win races, and then a Championship if you can believe it.

Rycon 1 is completely petroleum based. There are no solids in it whatsoever. An ounce is enough to fortify the oil in your crankcase and you freshen it at each oil change after that.

And it works! 

It has the amazing property, which must alter the molecular construction of the oil or something because it actually changes the way the oil behaves around metal. You can actually SEE it on the tester.Because it frees things up so much it actually "makes power" - that is to say it helps the oil rob less power.

I'm not really an endorsement guy. I endorse Krown rust control products and they pay me handsomely for that - we've been working together some seven years. 

I endorse Rycon 1 and they've never given me a dime for it. However, I still enthusiastically endorse the stuff though - because it works. 

My recommendation success rate is one hundred percent. Everybody I've recommended the stuff to is still using it today.

Now, the guy behind this stuff is a really nice guy but he makes me uncomfortable. He's one of those guys that is so smart, so accomplished that I get the feeling he has to throw out the drag chute when he talks to me about the science behind the stuff so I can keep up.

Lanny has a great business sense too. Although the oil fortifier and a grease he has developed goes a long way with a very small amount, he knew the only way to really make it pay was to sell it in forty gallon drums.

He's become a hero in the farm equipment business. He ships to major manufacturers all over the world who use the stuff in their process equipment by the drum full. Hydraulics, bearings, machine tools, anywhere there is friction benefits from Lanny's stuff.

Lanny has developed a high performance fuel treatment as well. And typical of Lanny he went straight to the diesel fleets. "Hmmm, who will use this stuff by the boatload? I know. Let's sell it to people who keep their equipment working twenty hours a day!"

See what I mean? Lanny didn't just fall off the pumpkin truck. Lanny has agreed to package the stuff in trial bottles so car guys can buy the stuff and try it out.

I'll admit that distribution of a product like this to the car guy world would be a huge undertaking. And I'll admit that Lanny is selling more of the stuff in bulk than you can shake a stick at.

However, I'm convinced that it will take off once a few more car guys try it out and I repeat, these guys don't pay me a dime.

Write to me at tom@dreamcargarage.com and I'll tell you how to get a hold of a trial size package.
Tom Hnatiw

